
Witnessing for Peace in Jerusalem and the
World: A Journey of Discovery, Dialogue and
Hope
In the heart of one of the world's most contested regions, a remarkable
organization has emerged, dedicated to fostering peace and reconciliation
through nonviolence and dialogue. Witness for Peace (WFP) has been
working tirelessly in Jerusalem and the surrounding areas for over three
decades, bringing together people from all walks of life to witness the
realities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and to work towards a just and
peaceful resolution.

This book offers a comprehensive exploration of the Witness for Peace
organization, its mission, impact, and the personal stories of its dedicated
volunteers. Through a captivating narrative, the book delves into the
complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the challenges faced by
peacebuilders, and the unwavering hope that drives them forward. Witness
for Peace in Jerusalem and the World offers a unique and insightful
perspective on the pursuit of peace in one of the world's most contested
regions.
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Chapter 1: The Origins of Witness for Peace

The roots of Witness for Peace can be traced back to the early 1980s,
during a time of heightened tensions and violence in the Israeli-occupied
territories. A group of American activists, inspired by the nonviolent
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., traveled to the
West Bank and Gaza Strip to witness firsthand the realities of the conflict.

What they witnessed was a situation of profound injustice and suffering,
with Palestinians living under military occupation and subjected to a wide
range of human rights abuses. The activists were deeply moved by the
resilience and determination of the Palestinian people, and they were
inspired to do something to help.

In 1983, Witness for Peace was officially founded as a nonviolent, faith-
based organization dedicated to promoting peace and justice in the Middle
East. The organization's mission was to bear witness to the suffering of the
Palestinian people, to challenge the Israeli occupation, and to work towards
a just and peaceful resolution of the conflict.

Chapter 2: The Work of Witness for Peace

Witness for Peace works in a variety of ways to promote peace and justice
in Jerusalem and the surrounding areas. The organization's primary
activities include:

Nonviolent accompaniment: WFP volunteers accompany Palestinian
civilians on their daily activities, such as going to school, farming their
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land, or visiting holy sites. This presence helps to protect Palestinians
from violence and harassment by Israeli settlers and soldiers.

Peacebuilding workshops: WFP conducts peacebuilding workshops
for both Israelis and Palestinians. These workshops provide a safe
space for people to learn about the conflict, to share their experiences,
and to develop skills for peaceful conflict resolution.

Advocacy and education: WFP advocates for peace and justice in
Jerusalem and the surrounding areas through a variety of channels,
including lobbying, public speaking, and social media. The
organization also provides educational materials about the conflict and
the work of WFP.

Chapter 3: The Challenges of Peacebuilding

Working for peace in a conflict zone is never easy. Peacebuilders face a
variety of challenges, including:

Violence: Peacebuilders often work in dangerous situations, where
they are at risk of violence from both sides of the conflict.

Harassment and intimidation: Peacebuilders are often harassed and
intimidated by those who oppose their work.

Frustration: The work of peacebuilding can be frustrating, as progress
is often slow and difficult to achieve.

Despite these challenges, peacebuilders remain committed to their work.
They believe that peace is possible, and they are determined to make a
difference.

Chapter 4: The Power of Hope



Hope is essential for peacebuilding. It is the belief that a better future is
possible, even in the darkest of times. Hope is what drives peacebuilders
forward, even when the challenges seem insurmountable.

The people of Jerusalem and the surrounding areas have endured
decades of conflict and suffering. But despite the pain and hardship, they
have not lost hope for a better future. They continue to believe that peace
is possible, and they are working tirelessly to make it a reality.

Witness for Peace is a beacon of hope in Jerusalem. The organization's
work demonstrates that peace is possible, even in the most difficult of
circumstances. WFP's volunteers are living proof that hope is a powerful
force for change.

Witness for Peace in Jerusalem and the World is a moving and inspiring
account of the work of a remarkable organization. The book offers a unique
and insightful perspective on the pursuit of peace in one of the world's most
contested regions. It is a story of hope, resilience, and the power of
nonviolence.

The work of Witness for Peace is more important than ever today. As the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to drag on, it is essential to have
organizations like WFP working to promote peace and justice. WFP's
volunteers are making a real difference in the lives of Israelis and
Palestinians, and they are helping to build a more just and peaceful future
for the entire region.
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