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By David Bivin

The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus is a groundbreaking work
that challenges traditional Christian beliefs about Jesus. Author David Bivin
argues that Jesus was a practicing Jew who never intended to start a new
religion. Bivin's research is based on a close reading of the Gospels and
other early Christian texts. He shows that Jesus's teachings were rooted in
Judaism and that he never claimed to be divine.

Bivin's thesis is sure to be controversial, but it is based on solid
scholarship. He marshals evidence from a wide range of sources to support
his argument. He shows that Jesus's teachings on the kingdom of God, the
law, and the prophets are all consistent with Jewish thought. He also shows
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that Jesus never claimed to be divine, and that his followers only began to
believe in his divinity after his death.

The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus is a must-read for anyone
interested in the historical Jesus and the origins of Christianity. Bivin's work
is a major contribution to our understanding of this important figure.

Reviews

"David Bivin's The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus is a
groundbreaking work that challenges traditional Christian beliefs about
Jesus. Bivin argues that Jesus was a practicing Jew who never intended to
start a new religion. His research is based on a close reading of the
Gospels and other early Christian texts, and he shows that Jesus's
teachings were rooted in Judaism and that he never claimed to be divine.
Bivin's thesis is sure to be controversial, but it is based on solid
scholarship. He marshals evidence from a wide range of sources to support
his argument, and he shows that Jesus's teachings on the kingdom of God,
the law, and the prophets are all consistent with Jewish thought. He also
shows that Jesus never claimed to be divine, and that his followers only
began to believe in his divinity after his death. The Church and the Scandal
of the Jewish Jesus is a must-read for anyone interested in the historical
Jesus and the origins of Christianity. Bivin's work is a major contribution to
our understanding of this important figure."

--James D.G. Dunn, Professor of Divinity, University of Durham

"David Bivin's The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus is a brilliant
and provocative book. Bivin argues that Jesus was a practicing Jew who
never intended to start a new religion. He bases his argument on a close



reading of the Gospels and other early Christian texts, and he shows that
Jesus's teachings were rooted in Judaism and that he never claimed to be
divine. Bivin's thesis is sure to be controversial, but it is based on solid
scholarship. He marshals evidence from a wide range of sources to support
his argument, and he shows that Jesus's teachings on the kingdom of God,
the law, and the prophets are all consistent with Jewish thought. He also
shows that Jesus never claimed to be divine, and that his followers only
began to believe in his divinity after his death. The Church and the Scandal
of the Jewish Jesus is a must-read for anyone interested in the historical
Jesus and the origins of Christianity. Bivin's work is a major contribution to
our understanding of this important figure."

--John P. Meier, Professor of Theology, University of Notre Dame

About the Author

David Bivin is a professor of New Testament at Tyndale University College
& Seminary in Toronto, Canada. He is the author of several books on the
historical Jesus, including The Jewish Roots of Christology and New
Perspectives on Jesus. Bivin is a leading scholar in the field of New
Testament studies, and his work has been praised by scholars from a wide
range of perspectives.
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